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INTRODUCTION

During the last decades, our community faces some of the biggest
refugee crises in our history. Although these important humanitarian crises
have led our community to cope with a wide range of difficulties, most of the
countries dealing with this issue extensively focused on the proper access to
education for refugees that have left their country. Nowadays, the situation
has been improved; however, the problem continues to be the same with

statistics remaining in an illegitimate point for our community.

According to a United Nations Refugee Agency’s (UNHCR) report, 3.5
million refugee children aged 5 to 17 failed to attend school in 2016. Globally,
the primary enrolment
rate reaches the 91%;
however, the number
lays only at 61% for
refugee children.
Continuing, the rate
tends to fall
dangerously, with 23%
of refugee adolescents

and 84% of world’s

adolescents  having A

access to secondary education. Lastly, the | gy re 1Burundianrefugee attending
class at Mahama refugee camp, Rwand
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the stage that our future citizens are formed and reinforced with essential
skills, seems to be the worst and most neglected part of the crisis, with only 1%

of refugees attending higher education, counter to the global 36%.

The aforementioned statistics must indirectly urge countries around the
world to take the appropriate measures in order to tackle this issue, but
unfortunately, no initiative has till been taken. There are only a few active
refugee camps, nowadays, that provide education to refugee children and most
of the times, not to all of them. One of the greatest examples is the Za’atari
Camp in Jordan, which accommodates approximately 120,000 Syrian refugees.
The Jordan Ministry of Education and UNICEF have effectively provided 2
temporary schools with a capacity of 5,000 students each. Still, this wasn’t
enough to eliminate the number of uneducated children in the camp, as 76% of

girls and 80% of boys aged 6 to 18 couldn’t attend school.

In conclusion, the significance of education was and will always be crucial for
everyone. Lack of proper education could lead people and societies to great
dangers such as vandalism and marginalization. For all those reasons, Member

States should research and eventually tackle this issue.

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS

Refugee!

A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of
persecution, war, or violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a
particular social group. Most likely, they cannot return home or are afraid to do
so. War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading causes of refugees

fleeing their countries.

Migrant?

1 https:/ivww.unrefugees.org/refugee -facts/what-is-a-refugee/
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A migrant is a person who makes a conscious choice to leave their country to
seek a better life elsewhere.Before they decide to leave their country, migrants
can seek information about their new home, study the language and explore
employment opportunities. They are free to return home at any time if things
don’t work out as they had hoped, if they get homesick or if they wish to visit

family members and friends left behind.

Displaced People?

People forced to flee their homes but never cross an international border.
These individuals are known as Internally Displaced Persons, or IDPs. These
individuals seek safety anywhere they can find it—in nearby towns, schools,
settlements, internal camps, even forests and fields. IDPs, which include people
displaced by internal strife and natural disasters, are the largest group that
UNHCR assists. Unlike refugees, IDPs are not protected by international law or
eligible to receive many types of aid because they are legally under the

protection of their own government.

Refugee Camps*

A refugee camp is a temporary settlement built to receive refugees and people
in refugee-like situations. Refugee camps usually accommodate displaced
persons who have fled their home country, but there are also camps for
internally displaced persons. Camps with over a hundred thousand people are
common, but as of 2012, the average-sized camp housed around 11,400 people.
They are usually built and run by a government, the United Nations,
international organizations (such as the International Committee of the Red
Cross), or Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs). There are also unofficial
refugee camps, like Idomeni in Greece or the Calais jungle in France, where

refugees are largely left without support of governments or international

2 https:/iwww.ssi.org.au/fags/refugee -faqs/148-what-is-the-difference-between-a-refugee-and-
a-migrant

3 https:/mww.unrefugees.org/refugee -facts/what-is-a-refugee/

4 https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugee_camp
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organizations. Refugee camps generally develop in an impromptu fashion with
the aim of meeting basic human needs for only a short time. Facilities that
make a camp look or feel more permanent are often prohibited by host country

governments.

Education?

Education is the process of facilitating learning, or the acquisition of
knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits. Educational methods include
storytelling, discussion, teaching, training, and directed research. Education
frequently takes place under the guidance of educators, but learners may also
educate themselves. Education can take place in formal or informal settings
and any experience that has a formative effect on the way one thinks, feels, or

acts may be considered educational.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Refugee Crises

Refugee crises were always a quite problematic part of our society. Historically,
humankind has experienced many refugee flows provoked by wars and many

other contributing factors, but nothing can actually be compared with the

- 5 = humanitarian outburst of
: / JM the recentyears.
‘ ‘.\'r' In accordance with NGOs
=03 e " o and the UN, in the last
decade, many countries had

' to face the upraising

number of 65.3 million

.'T_"'_"g forcibly displaced people

worIdW|de, W|th 54% of all refugees around the world coming from just three

5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
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countries: the Syrian Arab Republic (4.9 million), Afghanistan (2.7 million) and
Somalia (1.1 million). Countries with similar issues are also South Sudan (2.1
million), Venezuela (1.5 million) and Myanmar (905.000). Refugee crises have
strong destabilizing effects for their greater region, as witnessed within Europe

in the aftermath of the Syrian crisis.

Education for Refugees

In the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, adopted in 1948, it is mentioned
in article 26 that: “everyone has the right to education”. Furtherly, the right to
education of refugees is guaranteed by the Convention Relating to the Status
of Refugee® (1951), which states that: “refugees should have the same
treatment as nationals with respect to elementary education and treatment as

favourable as possible with respect to other education levels”.

Although there are many more conventions and documents ensuring and
highlighting the importance of access to education, many host-countries still
tend to fail to distribute adequate education for refugees. Furthermore, even if
they succeed in providing education, there are only a few examples that
actually fulfil the whole spectre of refugee needs. Lastly, it has been observed
through the time that even though national education ministries may be willing
to provide education in refugee camps, up rise from the local population may
be faced.

Fortunately, there are some refugee camps around the world that are
successfully providing qualitative education to refugee children. For example,
the largest refugee camp worldwide, Dadaab camp, has more than 73 thousand
learners enrolled in primary and secondary schools. UNHCR and partners
provide both formal and non-formal basic and secondary education to
refugees, as they also have access to the local digital educational content and

the internet over local mobile network. Furtherly, an organisation called ADRA

6 http://www.right -to-education.org/sites/right -to-education.org/files/resource -
attachments/Convention_Status_Refugees_1951.pdf
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has been working with refugees from Myanmar in Thailand through a
vocational/technical training program, in order to help them develop certain
skills. Through this program, not only do they become more employable but

also they have better prospects for obtaining employment back home.

In conclusion, countries surely have to face other problems such as sanitation,
famine and sheltering for refugees, but education should be one of the first
priorities. Whilst some countries have shown willingness to offer those
infrastructures, they often don’t succeed, and for this reason, Member States

should collaborate in order to achieve this goal.

Effects of uneducated people in our community

History has proven that uneducated people can usually cause danger..
Furthermore, one of the frequent effects lack of education can call forth is
marginalization and isolation from the society. Many people can often
experience seclusion from their friends or acquaintances when they cannot
follow a discussion due to lack of knowledge. Lastly, unemployment is one of
the greatest problems governments have to face, nowadays, and by ignoring
the proper access to education this problem will raise even furtherly and will

cause even more problems.

Education for Refugee Girls

Access to education for refugee girls is critical for their development and the
prosperity of their
families and
communities.

Unfortunately, refugee
girls do not always
have the same
opportunities as

refugee boys. In

Figure 3Refugee children from Mali compete taich their
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Uganda, progress nine refugee girls in ten refugee boys are enrolled in primary
school. However, in Kenya and Ethiopia, only seven refugee girls in tenrefugee
boys have access to primary education. According to UNESCO, local children in
these areas do not face such discrimination, suggesting that the obstacle is
neither local culture or ideology. As we move to secondary education, refugee

girls are half as likely to enrol as boys are.




